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T O M  M U R P H Y

Tom Murphy was raised on a 7,500 acre cattle ranch in western South Dakota. This experience taught him more than
he wanted to know about cows and convinced him that he didn’t want to chase them for the rest of his life, but it also
provided him with invaluable lessons in animal behavior and a deep love for clean, wide open land. Tom graduated with
honors from Montana State University in 1984 with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Anthropology. He spent many
years combining photography with archeological field work. Tom’s interest in photography began in 1972. In 1978 he
established a professional career in photography in Livingston, Montana. His photographic passion and specialty is 
Yellowstone National Park. Since 1975 he has traveled extensively within its 3,400 square miles. He has skied across the
Park three times, once on a 14 day solo trip. The most recent trip, in the winter of  2016, was filmed for a movie, “The
Journey Through Yellowstone.” Two things motivated him to travel with a heavy backpack, a desire to see Yellowstone’s
wilderness backcountry and to photograph it. He established Wilderness Photography Expeditions in 1986, and built
an internationally respected photography seminar company teaching natural history photography. Tom was the first
person licensed to lead photography tours in Yellowstone Park. He donates the use of his photography to environmental
groups to support their efforts for conservation and preservation. His photographs have been used, both editorially
and commercially, in numerous regional, national, and international publications. Clients include Life, Architectural Digest, 

National Geographic, Audubon and Time. Newsweek, The New York Times Magazine, National Geographic Adventure, Esquire and
others have sent him on assignments. His first book, Silence and Solitude, Yellowstone’s Winter Wilderness, won a 2002 
Montana Book Award. Tom’s video, Silence and Solitude, produced by Montana PBS, earned an Emmy nomination for his
photography and videography. His series of books, The Seasons of Yellowstone, published by Crystal Creek Press illustrates
each of the four seasons in the Park. He has also published Photographs of Yellowstone in 2016 with captions and stories
translated into Chinese. PBS Nature’s show “Christmas in Yellowstone”  features Tom’s winter photography and some 
of his backcountry skiing stories. It has been aired internationally each December on PBS since 2006.
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Growing up in rural Iowa, Bruce spent summers with his family in the National Parks, deepening his love for
wilderness, rocks and fossils, and for the mysteries of geological time. During his college summers he surveyed
National Forest boundaries in Colorado, where he was inspired by vast natural settings and the imperative to
preserve them. Degrees in Geology from Bradley University, the University of Iowa, the University of Chicago,
and Stony Brook University, were followed by postdoctoral research at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, the
University of California Berkeley, and the NASA Ames Research Center. His hunt for biosignatures led to
his first scientific work in Yellowstone in 1996. Joining the faculty of the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign in 1997, he was greatly influenced by Professors Carl Woese and Abigail Salyers. As pioneers in
microbiology, their guidance, support and generosity made possible Bruce’s integration of molecular micro-
biology with geology as a means to study the co-evolution of life and the Earth. As a Professor in Geology,
Microbiology, and the Carl R. Woese Institute for Genomic Biology, he serves as Director of the Roy J. Carver
Biotechnology Center. His integration of research and teaching focuses on hot springs, coral reefs, subsurface
hydrocarbons, Roman aqueducts, and human kidney stones, and has included bringing thousands of students
into the field around the world. Bruce first met Tom at Mammoth in the winter of 2008, when the National
Park Service asked Tom to photograph his fieldwork. This chance encounter began an extraordinary friend-
ship founded on a passion for wilderness that has led to this book
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