COLLABORATIVE
LEARNING:

The OLLI Citizen Scientist
Program benefits its members =
and real-world research
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Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) Citizen I
Scientist Albert Himoe found an academic home .
in the lab of Stephanie Ceman, a professor of cell
and developmental biology and afflllate of the
Institute for Genomic Biology.
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Together, they are stu%;ing a gene that cause s F
Fragile X Syndrome (FXS), the most t.‘dmmo '
cause of inherited cognitive i mealhre v
&g
Among other tasks in the lab, HTmaeusolaie DN
that contains a special gene that prowdes the hody 4
with instructions to make a protein that is VItal fur : )
a healthy, functional brain. ol e
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The four-day process has yielded abouta™ ¥
milligram of DNA, which weighs as much a
paperclip. It's enough DNA to keep the lab’ s F
experiments going for nearly three weeks. == =8

him to put his chemistry degree to work while®SS=58
contributing to transformative research.. ‘
“It is so marvelous that we can entrust Albert
with important tasks in our lab,” Ceman said.
“He enjoys heing a partof our lab’s intellectual = = © &
environment whlle we henefit from his knowledge ;

and experiences.”
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r express interest in the program, contact
LLI DIRECTOR Christine Catanzarite at
+ 217-244-9141 or catanzar@illinois.edu. =
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LEARNING INSTITUTE
1800 OAK STREET

SUITE 108

CHAMPAIGN, IL 61820

Phone: (217) 244-9141
Fax: (217) 244-7897
Email: olli@illinois.edu
Website: olli.illinois.edu
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What is the OLLI
Citizen Scientist
Program? N
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With the|r unique kno\wledge amllls ‘\\ ~
OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE (OLLI)\

Citizen Scientists contribute to cutting-edge research at the

University of Illinois. Q’@ o

BasM t%?r* entists are
matched with researchers from iety of disciplines ai
the Institute for Genomic Blolog%ell as the Beckman
Institute for Advanced Science and Technology.
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week, oftentimes bemg delegated their ow
for the Iah 19
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achers hankers, scientists, and many others.
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This program am ﬂmbers to explore new areas
nd make important contributions even after their own

A"careers may be behind them,” OLLI Director Christine
- Catanzarite said. “That's a valuable lesson about the
~importance of lifelong learning.”

The Citizen Scientist Program was conceived by
Institute for Genomic Biology Director Gene
Robinson, Beckman Institute Director Art Kramer,
and former OLLI Director Kathleen Holden in 2009.
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What'is OLLI? “ TUP 5 REASONS TO BECOME

As members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI), Citizen Scientists also have the opportunity

to participate in OLLI's courses, lectures, and other
activities for people 50 years of age or older.

DLLI at IWinois offers about 40 courses each semester
more than 1,000 members. Courses, often taught

istinguished faculty and local experts, cover a
ange of toplcs from art nd musl C to ethics
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