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David Gottlieb, a pioneer in fungal biology and antibiotic mechanisms, joined the 

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign in 1946 as part of the Department of 

Horticulture and helped establish the Department of Plant Pathology in 1955. He 

served as a professor at Illinois until his death in 1982. 

With research focused on plant-pathogenic fungi, his co-discovery of the antibiotic 

chloramphenicol is especially relevant for the work of the Mining for anti-infectious 

Molecules from Genomes theme as this compound is a mainstay in biotechnology, 

serving as an antibiotic marker for plasmids. 

Gottlieb’s impact was significant; his antibiotic research resulted in large-scale 

production and clinical use by the late 1940s, he served as a leading contributor to 

the taxonomy of actinomycetes, the “triplicate control” rigor he espoused towards 

experimental design was well-known, and the consideration he held for his students 

was evident.
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“
“

David Gottlieb 

C A R L  R .  W O E S E  I N S T I T U T E  F O R  G E N O M I C  B I O L O G Y

"I have accumulated a number of honors from my professional colleagues that 

have brought me a pleasurable sense of being valued. Although I enjoyed 

receiving these honors, I have often wondered why I have not been more moved 

by them. Perhaps it is because I see life as imperfect and destined to remain so."
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